
 

 

COUCH WHITE, LLP 
counselors and attorneys at law 
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In 2017 the construction industry added 210,000 

jobs, a 35% increase over previous years.  30,000 of 

those jobs were added in December 2017 alone, with 

November 2017 having seen a record $1.257 trillion 

spent in the construction industry.  This increase in 

job creation and spending, which can largely be 

attributed to current economic conditions, a 

business-friendly regulatory environment, and 

federal tax cuts, is just the beginning of a boom in the 

construction industry, the likes of which have not 

been seen since the recession. 

 

However, the ability of contractors to capitalize on 

these current upward trends is challenged by the lack 

of qualified laborers willing to enter the industry.  

Two-thirds of contractors across the country have 

reported a desire to increase their workforce over the 

coming year, but over 50% are also report that they 

are having trouble finding qualified workers to fill 

both craft and salaried positions, despite the fact that 

many of them are increasing pay and bonus 

incentives to try and attract new labor. 

 

Industry members attribute the labor shortage to a 

public perception of the nature and requirements of 

construction work.  However, as contractors point 

out, it is not uncommon for construction workers to 

be paid mid-to-upper five figures and oftentimes 

over six-figures when incentives, overtime and 

bonuses are considered.  Additionally, industry 

higher-ups are hopeful that technological 

developments in the construction industry, which 

will lead to a decreased need to travel for 

construction work, will make construction industry 

work more attractive to younger workers. 

 

For more information regarding the construction 

boom and labor shortage see 

http://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/2018/01/05/si

x-figure-construction-jobs-are-going-unfilled.html; 

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/01/05/by-all-measures-

a-construction-boom-is-shaping-up-for-2018.html  

and http://www.newsweek.com/construction-boom-

2018-labor-shortage-774849. 

 

Please contact Madeline W. Goralski at 

mgoralski@couchwhite.com with any questions 

about this or similar matters. 
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