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Couch White, LLP Commences Litigation Challenging New York State Department 

of Transportation Effort to Impose Mandatory Union Only PLA on Route 17 
Reconstruction Project 

 
(Albany, N.Y.) – Litigation has been commenced by Couch White, LLP on behalf of 
Lancaster Development, Inc. (“Petitioner”) challenging the New York State Department 
of Transportation’s (“DOT”) renewed effort to impose a mandatory union only project 
labor agreement (“PLA”) for a large reconstruction Project on Route 17 in Orange 
County. Petitioner was the low bidder by $4.5 million in 2011, when the same project 
was bid the first time. The contract, which had been awarded to the second bidder, was 
declared illegal by Supreme Court Justice Joseph Teresi on March 1, 2012 because of 
the inclusion of a mandatory PLA. 
 
New York State Department of Transportation, apparently ignoring the ruling in the prior 
case, will take bids on Thursday August 23, 2012 on the same Project, which again 
includes a mandatory PLA requiring contractors working on the Project to hire 85% of 
their workforce from union hiring halls. The PLA is being imposed despite that fact that it 
effectively prevents bidding by open shop (non-union) contractors. Since 2005, open 
shop contractors have been the low bidders on all similar DOT projects in Orange 
County.  
 
For more details contact: Joel M. Howard, III at Couch White, LLP, (518) 426-4600. 
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About Couch White, LLP:  Couch White, LLP is a nationally-recognized, full-service business law firm 
based in Albany, NY with primary practice areas in energy, construction, commercial and business, 
environmental, and labor and employment law. With additional offices in New York City, Washington D.C., 
and Farmington, CT, Couch White provides high-quality, cost-effective legal representation that leads to 
creative, ethical and desirable solutions for its broad base of clients. 
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